Beirut’s urban geopolitics from national independence to #Lebanonprotests
In this lecture I explore some of the intersections between geopolitics, conflict and urban space
through different moments of urban (dis)order in Beirut from Lebanon’s national independence
through to the current protests. Critical approaches to sovereignty in political geography provide
the contextual frame for showing how geopolitical discourses (scripts) around Lebanese sovereignty
translate into the making and unmaking of specific urban spaces. Drawing on the idea of urban
geopolitics, the lecture in turn highlights how Beirut’s instances of spatial contestation are also
embedded in specific international discourses around sovereignty and (dis)order. The moments
considered in the lecture include aspects of the 1958 US intervention in Beirut, of the Two Years’
War (1975-76), of the 2008 clashes and the 2019-2020 protests. An urban and grounded view of
these different significant snapshots in Beirut’s spatial politics allow to uproot assumptions about
Lebanon as a weak state that tend to naturalise its instability as chronic or inevitable, and
contextualise those assumptions within specific views and practices of sovereignty.
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