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ABSTRACT:
Between the year 2012, when Narendra Modi was nominated as the 'Prime Ministerial Candidate', to now,
3 years into his tenure holding that office, the Indian political landscape has changed dramatically. In this
lecture, I sketch out how Indian politics has changed over this period, while in conversation with recent
debates over populism, governance, civil society, and 'forms of power outside the state'. Modi was
welcomed by neoliberal media figures in 2012 as an anti-dote to what it labelled 'povertarianism', that is, a
policy regime that was ostensibly pro-poor, but actually consolidated the poor in a condition of poverty, as a
permanent constituency. He was also welcomed by capitalists, by large sections of the middle classes
(including those whom Modi referred to as the "neo-middle class"), and segments of subaltern classes. His
mandate was substantial enough to authorise policies of medium-term pain in the pursuit of long-term and
deep development. To the extent he was seen as a populist, his populism itself was seen as one of style and
form, rather than substance and content. My lecture explores a) state-capital-labour relations after
demonetization; b) how and why Modi's populism has changed in these 5 years, c) what kind of governance
practices have beeb seen; d) why and how civil society faces unpredented challenges, and d) how the largescale use of non-state actors are forms of informal governance outside the state, substituting for a civil
society that has shrunk more, and more quickly than was anticipated. I close with remarks about the
unpredictability of political change today, and the emerging responses to Modi in the electoral and nonelectoral political arenas.
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